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1997



Launch, 10 November 1997



1997



1997



First website, 1998



1998



First conference, Edinburgh, August 1998



Launch of JAM74 campaign, November 1998



JAM74 campaign, 1998-2006



First AGM, Stirling, February 1999



‘Slow Down Scotland’ campaign, 1999



Scottish Parliament elections, May 1999



1999



‘Trams Back on Track’ conference, Edinburgh, January 2001



‘Is Transport Good for Your Wealth?’ conference, Edinburgh, April 2002



Home Zones conference, Edinburgh, 2004



Edinburgh congestion charging referendum, February 2005



‘Facing the Flood’ conference, Edinburgh, May 2006



2008



New website, 2008



Ayr-Stranraer Rail Regeneration, 2008
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Scenic railways

SScotland’s rural railways are world-
renowned, but in the rush to the
Highlands most rail travellers
overlook an intriguing and unsung

outpost of the national network – the 59-mile
single-track route ‘over the hills’ from Ayr to
the Irish Sea port of Stranraer.

Since the line through to Stranraer Harbour
opened in 1877, the railway’s primary
function has been to link the Northern Ireland
ferries with Glasgow. Even now – in the face of
the hitherto inexorable rise of competition
from low-priced airlines, the coach and the car
– more than 50% of rail passengers at
Stranraer are ferry travellers. 

With seven train departures and seven
arrivals daily at Stranraer on weekdays
(linking Glasgow via Paisley or Kilmarnock,
and Newcastle via Dumfries and Carlisle), the
railway still offers an attractive service. Most
Northern Ireland ship arrivals and departures
have good train connections, and rail can also
be relatively fast – direct trains to Glasgow via
the traditional Paisley route take as little as
2hr 8min, an average of 47mph for the 101-
mile journey. 

Line geography
The speed of Stranraer trains is all the more
remarkable for the difficult geography of the
route south of Girvan. Throughout the line’s
history – surviving a Beeching threat in 1963
– train drivers have had to negotiate steep
gradients, including 21⁄2 miles continuous 1 in
54 from the platform end at Girvan, a 543-
yard tunnel at Pinmore, and four viaducts,
before reaching the isolated station and
crossing loop at Barrhill. 

From Barrhill the 1 in 67 climb to the 690ft
Chirmorie Summit offers – on a good day –
attractive views eastwards to Merrick, the
highest mountain in the Southern Uplands.
The line then traverses some bleak country,
sometimes described as reminiscent of the
interior of the Falkland Islands. Significant
curvature on the stretch south of the lonely
crossing loop at Glenwhilly (which has no
mains water) includes the ‘Swan’s Neck’,
where the line forms an ‘S’ curve sufficiently
tight that the curve can be seen from the train
window before reaching it. 

Descending into the lusher valley of the
Water of Luce, the train passes close to
Glenluce Abbey, and joins the alignment of the
former ‘Port Road’ direct line from Dumfries.
This route, which used to be used by boat
trains from London, closed in 1965. Dunragit
has the last crossing loop before Stranraer.
Currently Stranraer box is switched out from
Mondays to Fridays, with the six-mile single-
track section being operated under ‘one train
working’ arrangements. 

Operations and signalling
The line between Girvan and Stranraer is one
of the last in Scotland to be operated by the
electric token block system, with semaphore
signals and staffed signal boxes at all crossing
loops. Tokenless block is in operation over the
formerly double-track section north from
Girvan to Kilkerran loop, and beyond Kilkerran
through Dalrymple Junction (where the
Waterside coal branch diverges) to Ayr, the
track circuit block system is controlled by
Paisley Signalling Centre. 

Just three intermediate stations break up
the 59 miles between Ayr and Stranraer. There
are single-platform stations at Maybole and at
the Stranraer terminus, and two platforms at
Girvan and Barrhill. Three of the four stations
are unique – Stranraer is Britain’s oldest
working harbour station; Girvan has
Scotland’s only surviving ‘art deco’ style
station building, dating from 1951 after a fire
destroyed the previous structure; and Barrhill
is Scotland’s last traditional rural station with
a staffed signal box. 

While the normal train operation is with
two-car Class 156s, strengthening to four cars
is typically the case for the main Sunday
services and the 10.00 Stranraer-Newcastle
train, which can be busy on Saturdays with
football fans from Northern Ireland heading
for the ‘big match’ in Glasgow. Interestingly, a
degree of voluntary segregation seems to take
place, with Rangers fans using Stena Ferries to
Stranraer and then the train, while Celtic
supporters favour P&O to the nearby port of
Cairnryan and then coach to Glasgow.

The port dimension
During World War 2 Cairnryan military port
and the six-mile Stranraer-Cairnryan military
railway were built to provide back-up in case
Liverpool docks were severely bombed. The
railway closed in 1962, but in the 1970s P&O
established a new ferry port for Northern
Ireland at Cairnryan. Until recently it had
been anticipated that Stena would be shifting
their terminal from Stranraer to a new joint
port operation with P&O, reducing the transit
time for HSS (‘High Speed Ship’) operation to
the port of Belfast. However, Stena’s intentions
are now in the melting pot, and this has made
planning for the future of the railway a more
difficult exercise.

The case for re-opening the Cairnryan
branch has been examined, but the projected
cost and the circuitous routing make this an
unlikely proposition compared to a direct bus
link from the ferries to Girvan station.
Arguments based on freight traffic have

www.modern-railways.comwww.modern-railways.com

Over the hills
to Stranraer
David Spaven strikes southwest from GlasgowDavid Spaven strikes southwest from Glasgow

Class 156 near Maybole, bound for
Kilmarnock, on 19 July 2003. Ian Lothian



car clubs report & conference, 2009-10

CAR CLUBS HAVE ARRIVED!
The role of Car Clubs in planning our towns and cities

Celebrating a decade of commercial
car club operation in Edinburgh
Join us on Thursday 19th March 2009,
to learn from our 10 years of successful
car club operation in Scotland’s capital.
Membership of Car Clubs is going from
strength to strength as more people
- and employers - look for practical
alternatives to car ownership.

….and for the next decade
Get an insight from plenary speakers like Michael Glotz-Richter
(Sustainable Mobility, City of Bremen) about the challenges and benefits
of integrating car clubs with other transport modes. Michael visited
Edinburgh a decade ago to explain how “car sharing” was working in
Germany and is still at the leading edge on sustainable transport in
Europe.

…..and for transport in a low carbon economy
Dr Jillian Anable (Aberdeen University), who is working on travel demand
management for the UK Energy Research Centre and on Smart Choices
Phase II, will look at the role of car clubs and other low cost measures in
meeting our carbon reduction targets using a combination of
technological innovation and behavioural change.

Through the plenary sessions and the workshops you will:

! Learn how many of mainland Europe’s cities integrate Car Clubs
into transport policy.

! Find out how Car Clubs can work in partnership with public transport.

! Explore the potential synergy of free city bike schemes with Car Clubs.

! Measure the impact of the workplace car pool option
serving 400 City of Edinburgh Council staff.

! Debate the role of Car Clubs in future transport planning.

Start your visit on the 18th March 2009 and take part in a technical tour of
Edinburgh City Car Club and evening Reception in the Council Chambers.

CONFERENCE - EDINBURGH 19 MARCH 2009

Promoted by
The City of Edinburgh Council

in Association with
the Transform Scotland Trust

Who should attend?
Travel planners
Cycling promoters
Workplace travel
organisers
Climate change advisers
Sustainable transport
officers
Urban designers
Planners
Car club operators
Car sharing scheme
administrators
Transport consultants
Parking professionals
Car rental managers
Estate and property
managers
Developers
Local politicians
Environmental charities

Sponsored by SEStran

Book
before

30.01.09 for
early bird
discount

worth
£40

Developing Car Clubs in Scotland
Findings of the 2009 Car Clubs Review

Transform Scotland Trust
March 2010



THE PAST DECADE



‘On Your Bike’ demo, Edinburgh, January 2012
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A PIP IMPLANTS Lauren Pope 

Reality TV 
star's fake 
boob shock 
By Ruth Lumley 
A REALITY TV star has told 
of her shock at discovering 
she has potentially dangerous 
breast implants. 

The Only Way Is Essex star 
Lauren Pope said she got a 
late-night call to tell her that 
her implants were made by 
PIP and that she may need an 
operation to remove them. 

She told STV's Tonight 
programme: "The lady that 
works for my surgeon rang 
me quite late at night... and 
I thought, 'Oh God, it's not 
going to be good news.'" 

About 40,000 British 
women received French-
made implants, which were 
filled with non-medical 
grade silicone. 

Pope said: "I just thought, 
like, how the hell has this 
happened?" 

The programme will be 
broadcast tonight. 
BREAST HOPE: Pag«i J4M5 

That's afine mess 
A bogus cop who hit drivers 
with on-the-spot fines has 
been jailed for 10 days. Wang 
Lin, 40, was caught after he 
stopped an off-duty policeman 
in Wenzhou. paqtprn China 



Launch of ‘Warning Signs’ report, Edinburgh, September 2012



‘On Track for Business’ report & parliamentary reception, October 2012



cycle tourism report, June 2013



‘Interchange’ report, September 2014



’Devolving Transport’ debate, Glasgow, October 2014



Transform Consulting & Transform Creative established, 2014-15



AGM, Edinburgh, October 2016



2017



New website, 2015



‘A Green Journey to Growth’ report, August 2017



20th anniversary, November 2017



20th anniversary event, Edinburgh, November 2017



cycle tourism report launch, Glasgow, June 2018



successful campaign for Workplace Parking Levy powers to be included in Transport Act, 2018-19



Lovemybus campaign, 2019-present



Corona Recovery Series, 2020



‘Roads to Ruin’ report, August 2021



‘Think Rail First’ parliamentary reception, Scottish Parliament, December 2021



Riverside Museum event, Glasgow, September 2022



‘Stuck In Traffic’ report, September 2022



‘Scotland’s Traffic Summit’, Edinburgh, October 2022



FUTURE PLANS








