


Agenda
14:05 Welcome

14:10 2026 manifestos: What are the parties saying? – Transform

14:20 A joint active travel manifesto – Cycling Scotland

14:25 Q&A

14:45 Get your voice head – SCVO

15:00 Q&A

15:20 Networking

16:00 (Optional) station tour







The Good The Bad

Rail improvements (but vague)

Zero Emission Buses

Traffic reduction (vague reference)

EVs (support uptake for low-incomes)

Road-building and A9

No air demand management

No freight reference

Improve rail capacity

Reintroduce 2030 EV mandate

EV infrastructure

£2 bus fare

Fix potholes

Pro-motorist rhetoric incl. removing parking charges and

opposing WPL/LEZ/20mph

Road-building and A9

No air demand management; support domestic flights

No freight reference

2030 EV mandate

Capped fares (but vague)

Rail improvements (but vague)

Nothing on air demand management

Nothing on buses (beyond governance)

Commitment to A9

Nothing on active travel

No freight reference

Anti-aviation policies (FFL, domestic bans, etc.)

Road user charging

Investment in public transport

Rail electrification

Lack of bus policy (only free bus travel for asylum seekers &

nationalisation)

Lack of active travel

Rail electrification

Reduce demand for flying (incl. ban short domestic

flights, stop airport expansion)

Reintroduce 2030 EV mandate

EV infrastructure

‘Protect motorists’ rhetoric

Nothing detailed on buses

Nothing detailed on active travel

‘Accelerate already-announced transport infrastructure’

‘War on Motorists’ incl. ban ULEZ, LTN

Scrap EV mandate

Scrap HS2
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The Good The Bad

Rail investment & electrification

Zero-emission buses

Capped fares

(Some) anti-aviation policies 

Road-building commitments

Pro-car rhetoric

No freight

Weak or absent bus and active travel policies



“transport policy will not be developed in a way
that could be seen/positioned as anti-motorist”

“transport policy will be developed on an economic benefit-first
basis – this will take priority over environment/Net Zero”

“bus is likely to be a key focus – better buses as
greater tool for increasing opportunity, especially for

those on lower incomes”
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“revenue-raising options”

“costings and case studies for proposed asks is
helpful and will provide evidence”

 “really interested in transport, rural connectivity &
how public transport can alleviate poverty”

fixing governance & 'cluttered landscape' in
transport/making delivery more efficient

“devolving fiscal powers i.e.
road pricing”
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Any questions?





About SCVO
Our mission is to 

support, promote and 
develop a confident, 

sustainable voluntary 
sector in Scotland

  scvo.scot









In Jan/Feb 2025 Scotland’s Third Sector Tracker Found:

• 81% of organisations reported financial-related challenges, an increase 
of 10% since spring 2023.

• 37% of organisations reported operating with a budget deficit.

• 56% consider reserves essential to their short-to-medium-term survival.

• 54% said their current use of reserves is unsustainable (↑14% since 
Autumn 2024).

• 1/3 had none of their funding for 2024/25 confirmed by Jan/Feb 2025.



In Jan/Feb 2025

• 11% stopped delivering one or more strands of work.

• 11% made redundancies.

• 20% cancelled or postponed staff recruitment.

• Volunteer shortages one of top 3 challenges.



- Utilise the Business Bulletin.

- Share briefings with political party research teams, not just 
MSPs.

- Share briefings with SPICE.

- Build relationships with civil servants, Committee staff, and 
where necessary, SPaDs.



- 2 sides of A4.

- A summary box.

- PDF or Word document.

- Include case studies, particularly local case studies. 

- Historical context.

- Debate title as the subject of the email.

- Clear branding and clear contact information.

- Minimum of 24 hours before a debate or meeting. 





- Get the details of the manifesto leads for each party.

- Reach out to contacts to understand their timelines.

- Develop key messages and solutions.

- Ensure you share key messages in advance of key dates.

- Build alliances with others with similar messaging.

- You don’t need to produce a manifesto!
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Party Timeline Key contact

Scottish Green Party • Drafting in June.
• Completed by end of summer.

Lorna Slater MSP

Scottish Labour

Party

• 3 Stage process. Stage 2 closed 28 June.
• Shadow Cabinet Ministers feeding in on a 

range of issues in September.
• Report will be published in Autum.
• Manifesto will follow.

Rosanna Dobbin, Head of Policy at 
Scottish Labour

Scottish National 
Party

• Submissions and meeting requests 
throughout 2025.

• Drafting after SNP party conference.
• Manifesto and themed mini manifestos.

Shannon Donnelly, SNP Manifesto 
Lead.

Shannon.Donnelly@snp.org

Scottish 
Conservatives

• Submissions and meeting requests 
throughout 2025.

Charlie Pound, Head of Policy and 
Research.

Charles.pound@parliament.scot





- Join SCVO's Policy Network.

- Make connections with Third Force News.

- Broad policy work, such as Fair Funding.

- Take part in upcoming research about policy support for the 
sector.





mailto:sheghley.ogilvie@scvo.scot
https://scvo.scot/policy/fair-funding-procurement/fair-funding
https://scvo.scot/support/shifting-sands
https://scvo.scot/about/networks/policy







