
 

1. Introduction. 

This submission relates to the City of Edinburgh Council consultation on bus lane operational hours, which 
closes on 22 November 2019. 

Transform Scotland agrees entirely with the proposal that peak hour bus lanes be changed so as to operate 
between the hours of 7am and 7pm, seven days a week. 

The general benefits of bus lanes are well established and documented. It is known that they improve bus 
passenger journey times, increase bus service reliability, encourage the use of public transport and provide a 
safer facility for cyclists and pedestrians, all of which encourage modal shift towards more sustainable 
transport. These benefits have also been set out in detail by other sustainable transport organisations such 
as the Edinburgh Bus Users Group, Spokes and Living Streets. 

2. The extent to which peak hour bus lanes should be changed so they 
operate between the hours of 7am and 7pm seven days a week, to 
speed up bus journeys. 

- Advantages for bus users 

Buses in Edinburgh are often delayed by generally single-occupant private cars, increasing bus journey 
times and reducing reliability. Having both better running times and reliability will make the bus a more 
viable alternative and encourage more people to leave their cars at home and use public transport. 

- Provision of greater amenity and safer for cyclists 

Bus lanes are not ideal for cyclists, but in the absence of fully segregated facilities they do add greater 
protection and encourage increased bike usage. 

As the Council’s own Local Transport Strategy states, the attractiveness of cycling is dependant on the 
degree to which the road network is dominated by moving or parked motor vehicles. 

Not only does parking in bus lanes slow down bus movement, it also forces cyclists out into the main flow 
of traffic and increases their exposure to harm. 

- Benefits for pedestrians 

There are also significant benefits to pedestrians from keeping moving traffic one lane further away from 
footway in that it improves conditions in terms of noise pollution and safety, and makes for safer crossing of 
the road.œ 

- Significant wider benefits beyond sustainable transport 

Increased bus patronage reduces greenhouse gas emissions. It also leads to improved air quality as a result 
of reduced congestion and modal shift. According to Friends of the Earth Scotland ‘Toxic and illegal levels 
of air pollution in Edinburgh cause 200 early deaths each year’. 
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3. Further comments to make about changing bus lane operating 
hours. 

The operating hours need span 7am to 7pm in order to cover the main work and other activities performed 
during that period, and also to operate on Saturdays, Sundays and public holidays, when traffic levels are 
much as they are at other times of the week. 

Effective enforcement is key, not only in the bus lanes themselves, but also at bus stops and parking/loading 
bays. Any shortfall in enforcement will severely impact the effectiveness of the proposed changes. 

Whilst we appreciate that this consultation relates only to 7x7x7 bus lane operation, looking to future we 
would suggest that: 

• Consideration be given to 24/7 operation as many people travel to work and events outside the 
proposed hours of operation; 

• The network be expanded along other major arterial roads and commuter routes into the city, such 
as Queensferry Road; 

• Links be established to the motorway network, to speed up commuter journey times from outside 
the city; and 

• Additional bus gates be installed where necessary to complement effectiveness of the bus lane 
operation. 

4. Conclusion. 

Edinburgh is faced with an increasing population, a climate emergency and a public health crisis. All 
measures to improve mobility, cut greenhouse gas emissions and reduce pollution are to be welcomed. 

Bus lanes are important for bus users, cyclists and pedestrians, and promote modal shift to more sustainable 
forms of transport. 

The proposed measures are entirely consistent with existing council policies on granting priority to public 
transport. 

The move to make bus lanes 7 to 7, 7 days a week makes complete sense in terms of sustainable transport, 
health and the environment and Transform Scotland fully supports the proposed changes. 

••••• 
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